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How to write a medical paper: an introduction

Jin-Bok Hwang, M.D.

Department of Pediatrics, Dongsan Medical Center, Keimyung University School of Medicine, Daegu, Korea

This paper aims to provide an introduction to junior authors on how to write a medical paper in a clearer and more scientific
manner, One important thing to be always remembered is that the reviewer and the reader will be reading your paper for the
first time, and thus, you should make it as lucid as possible, You should pay attention to consistency in every regard in your
paper, Use of the active voice usually makes the sentences shorter and clearer in meaning, Organize your content carefully and
present it logically, avoiding unnecessary repetition in different sections, Give a diligent thought to every aspect; research is a
work of the mind, not of the hands, Write technically, using powerful language, Most importantly, fulfill the exact submission
requirements of the journal, (Korean J Pediatr 2009;52:756-765)
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Table 1. Essentials as Preparing, Writing, and Rewriting a
Medical Paper

Meet exactly the submission requirements of the journal
Never describe the textbook's contents

Never repeat descriptions of results or ideas
Be clear and brief

Use the active voice

Be objective and accurate

Keep the critical argument carefully

Organize carefully and tell logically

Think hard

Put the draft in a drawer for a couple of days
Show the paper to others

Write technically

Write powerfully
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Table 2. Structure of a Medical Article and a Manuscript

Article Manuscript
Cover letter
Title Title
Authors Authors
Abstract Abstract
Key words Key words

Text (IMRaD)
Introduction
Materials & Methods
Results

Tables & Figures
Discussion
Acknowledgement
References

Text (IMRaD)
Introduction
Materials & Methods
Results

Discussion
Acknowledgement
References
Tables
Figure legends
Figures
Copyright transfer form
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Fig. 1. Outline—drawing up as the initial step of the manus-
cript writing.
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